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Camila Marques & Pedro Araujo (2022.11.3)

On culture day, my husband and I had the pleasure of visiting the Tokyo National Museum for the first time. We are
international students from Brazil and have lived in Japan for almost two years. We know a lot about daily life in Japan

but not much about the rich and long history of the country. So this opportunity was priceless and unforgettable! The



tour was an initiative of the University of Chiba and the Mitsui V-Net. More than 30 international students went

together to the Tokyo National Museum, and the most friendly team of volunteers received us at the gate.

We were the first to arrive, so we had time to chat with the volunteers before the tour began. One of the volunteers
lived in Brazil for a few years! He even stayed in my hometown for a while! What are the odds?! It was a happy surprise!
And he can speak a little Portuguese! Volunteers’ companionship was memorable fun! Many of them lived abroad, so in
addition to fluent English, they had a lot of fascinating stories to share! They showed us the way and allowed us free
time to explore the museum on our own, but they were also willing to accompany us if we asked. Some even offered tips

on places to visit in Japan! I'm excited to visit Shiretoko in Hokkaido someday! I've been told it is a fantastic place.

Anyway, I have plenty of good memories from Culture Day. The
weather was pleasant, beautiful, and sunny, not too hot, not too
cold. We went to all exhibitions and looked around the museum
garden and Ueno park. We entered the museum at 10 am and left
only at 4:30 pm! Then, we walked around Ueno Park and returned
home only at 8 pm! LOL, There were a lot of exciting things to see!
Oh! And we had lunch under the most beautiful tree I've seen in

Japan so far! The tree was huge, and the leaves were all yellow. A

gorgeous autumn tree! I will never forget this sight!

What impressed me the most about the museum was the number of ancient things that are very well preserved! For
example, this sculpture of Buddha is from the 10th century, but it looks new! I noticed that temples safeguard Japanese
history, art, and culture. Many paintings, sculptures, and even samurai armor were donated to the museum by temples. |
also noticed that Buddha's features changed when comparing sculptures from Japan and India. It is interesting to see
how different cultures represent the same being of the same religion differently. I realized that history explains a lot
about current Japanese culture, including Japanese pop culture, which is famous outside Japan. For example,

firefighters’ clothing from the Samurai Era and the Katabori look like they came out of anime or manga!

Among all the fantastic exhibitions I have seen, I confess that one painting was my favorite — Hell and Heaven. I found

the depiction of hell to be very impactful and detailed. I even lost a little breath as I looked at it.

_ — — A lot is happening on it! We spent more than 20 minutes looking at
: this painting and interpreting each scene. But I feel I could put a chair

| in front of it and stare at this painting for hours like it was a movie!

I had a day full of knowledge, fun, and discovery. I want to express

my most sincere thank you to Mitsui V-Net and Chiba University for

' this Culture Day! I hope someday I can meet the volunteers again!
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My Tokyo National Museum Tour Experience.

Last Saturday on 3rd November 2022, I had a wonderful trip to Tokyo National Museum that was conducted by
Mitsui—V—net volunteers. I am so glad [ was chosen to be part of the trip because from the trip I learn a lot about Japan

History and got to see a lot of impressive artifacts.

The Tokyo National Museum also a few fun and interactive activities for the visitor which I find so appealing. For me,
the best part of this tour experience is the Mitsui—V—net volunteers. They are so kind and helpful. They manage to bring
all the international students from Inage Station without anyone being left out along the long journey to Tokyo using the

train.

The Mitsui—V—net volunteers also was really nice to give a few advice regarding places for me to visit nearby after the

tour.

One of the volunteers also make me happy when he talks to me in Bahasa when he knows I am from Malaysia. We

have a good chat talking about other places that I should visit in Japan.

Overall, I really there will be more tour like this visiting other nice places in the future.



Sincerely,
Siti Hajar binti Sharudin Sabri
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